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[57] ABSTRACT

A plurality of electrical circuit components having
capacitance, e.g. ceramic capacitors, are tested simulta-
neously in a corresponding plurality of test channels. They
are stressed by a variable voltage source that can produce an
electrical potential selected from a wide range from low
potential to high potential. For example the range of select-
able potentials can be 1000 volts with a resolution of 1 volt.
The charge current by which a component accumulates a
charge is controlled to a selected linear rate by a current
controller. Voltage sensors and cumrent sensors measure
accumulated charges and leakage current, respectively. The
current sensor can be selectively sensitized to a plurality of
anticipated leakage current ranges. In addition, the selected
potentials can each be applied to the components in a single
step or can be applied over time in ramp fashion. A processor
can be used for running at least a prescribed test process on
components, the processor being operatively coupled to, for
controlling and receiving inputs from. the above elements.
For example the processor is preferably coupled to the
variable voltage source, the current controller, the voltage
sensor, the current sensor. and a component discharge
circuit, operatively coupled meaning that the processor
controls.

18 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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APPARATUS FOR STRESS TESTING
CAPACITIVE COMPONENTS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates in general to apparatuses for stress-
ing electrical circuit components having capacitance by
applying an electrical potential across the components, and
in particular to such apparatuses for testing the high poten-
tial characteristics of such components.

This invention can be used in many ways, but it is
particularly useful in conducting what is commonly called
“flash” tests of ceramic capacitors and the like. During a
flash test a component is stressed by a high voltage. typically
two or more times the component’s voltage rating, for a very
short time, e.g. 50 milliseconds (ms). Subsequently a low
voltage is applied and leakage current is sensed to
determine, among other things, whether the component has
been damaged by the high voltage. This invention is advan-
tageous over the prior art because it can perform both the
flash test and the low voltage test, and has multiple test
channels for simultaneous testing of multiple components.
The electrical potential applied across the components can
be selected from a wide range from low potential to high
potential. For example the range of selectable potentials can
be 0 to —1000 volts with a resolution of 1 volt. This
invention also controls the current by which a component
accumulates a charge. A current control holds the charge
accumulation to a linear rate and the rate can be varied also
over a wide range. The invention also includes sensors for
measuring accumulated charges and leakage current. A
leakage current semsor can be selectively sensitized to a
plurality of anticipated leakage current ranges.

Other advantages and attributes of this invention will be
readily discernable upon a reading of the text hereinafter.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of this invention is to provide a device for
testing the high potential characteristics of components in a
way more efficient than heretofore known in the prior art.

A further object of this invention is to provide such a
device that has multiple test channels for simultancous
testing of multiple components.

A further object of this invention is to provide such a
device that is capable of applying selected voltages over a
wide range.

A further object of this invention is to provide such a
device that includes a current controller that can be selec-
tively set to provide constant charging current levels over a
wide range.

A further object of this invention is to provide such a
device that includes a current sensor which can be selec-
tively sensitized for measuring leakage current over several
magnitudes of low current ranges.

These objects, and other objects expressed or implied in
this document, are accomplished by an apparatus for stress-
ing electrical circuit components having capacitance. The
apparatus includes means for selecting an electrical potential
from a range of electrical potentials. The selected potential
is applied across multiple test channels, preferably four, each
containing a component to be tested. The potential is applied
for a predetermined period of time to allow the components
to accumulate an electrical charge. Preferably the magnitude
of the selected potential can range from O volts to —1000
volts. although other ranges can be used without departing
from the scope of this invention. The apparatus also includes
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means in each channel for allowing the components to
accumulate a charge only at a selected constant rate, and
means for measuring a charge acquired by the component at
the end of the predetermined time. The apparatus can further
include sensors for each channel for measuring leakage
current through the components. Also, the current sensors
can be selectively sensitized to match anticipated ranges of
leakage current. In addition, the potential can be applied in
a single step or can be applied over time in ramp fashion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an overall functional block diagram of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a functional diagram of a variable voltage supply
according to this invention.

FIG. 3 is a functional diagram of current controlling and
current sensing functions according to this invention.

FIG. 4 is a functional diagram of a voltage monitoring
circuit for providing voltage level information from certain
locations to a processor, according to this invention.

FIG. § is a flow diagram of a preferred test process
according to this invention.

FIG. 6 is a more detailed functional diagram of certain
portions of the variable voltage supply.

FIG. 7 is a more detailed functional diagram of a current
limiter and a discharge circuit according to this invention.

FIG. 8 is a more detailed functional diagram of a current
sensor according to this invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, a test processor 2 is coupled to a
system controller 4 via a two-way communications link 6.
The system controller can be an operator or another
processor, e.g. a higher level processor overseeing the
operations conducted by the test processor, as in a hierar-
chical system. The communication link can be any conven-
tional means of communication, for example an open com-
puter bus, a serial data link. The test processor is preferably
a preprogrammed microprocessor or microcomputer, and
preferably includes the capability of coupling with conven-
tional input/output devices 8. e.g. a serial communication
channel. Also coupled to the processor is a variable voltage
supply 10 which provides a selected test voltage 12 to be
applied across components being tested. Preferably the
supply has a range of essentially 0 v to —1000 v selectable
by the processor in —1 v steps.

Referring again to FIG. 1, paralleled across the test
voltage 12 line and circuit ground 14 are preferably four test
channels, each channel having a current controller 16 con-
nected to the test voltage line, a current sensor 18 connected
to ground, and a pair of terminals, 20 and 21 for connecting
a component, i.e. a device-under-test (DUT) 22, in between
and in series with the current controller and the current
sensor. Each current controller is coupled to the test proces-
sor and serves to provide a constant current at a level
selected by the processor. A plurality of current levels within
arange can be selected. Each current sensor is also coupled
to the test processor and serves to sense the level of leakage
current in its channel after a DUT in the channel has had the
test voltage applied for a predetermined time. and make that
information available to the test processor. Preferably the
current controller can be selectively set to limit charging
current from 1 to 50 milliamps (ma) in 1 ma steps. Prefer-
ably the current sensor can be selectively sensitized to detect
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current in the ranges of 1 to 1000 picoamps, 1 to 1000
nanoamps and 1 to 1000 microamps.

Referring again to FIG. 1, a discharge circuit 24 is also
coupled to the test processor 2. This circuit provides a path
for discharging the DUTs following testing. After each
testing cycle is completed, the processor kills the test
voltage, such as by programming it to substantially 0 v, and
sends a discharge signal 26 to the discharge circuit. This
signal causes the discharge circuit to provide a very low
impedance path between the test voltage line and ground,
thus providing a discharge path. Also coupled to the test
processor is a voltage sensor 28 for sensing the individual
voltages across the DUTs, and providing that information to
the processor. The voltage levels across the DUT’s are
sensed after the test voltage is killed, but before the DUT’s
are discharged. Preferably the voltage sensor is also capable
of sensing the test voltage so that the processor can be
assured that the selected test voltage was actually applied
across the DUTs.

Referring to FIG. 2. the variable voltage supply 10 (FIG.
1) is shown in further detail. A master supply, generally
designated 30, is illustrated to draw power from the sec-
ondary 32 of a transformer which is preferably a step-up
transformer providing preferably about 600 v RMS across
the secondary when the primary is connected to standard
line voltage, i.e. 110 v AC. The secondary is coupled to a
fullwave rectifier 34 the outputs of which are coupled across
a series network comprising a regulator (REG) 36 and a
constant current load (CCL) 38. the former being connected
to the positive output (Master Supply+) of the rectifier, and
the latter being connected to the negative output (Master
Supply-) of the rectifier. The junction of the REG and the
CCL is referenced to circuit ground 14. In paraliel with the
series network is a resistor R1 in series with a zener diode
D1 the anode of which is connected to the negative output
of the rectifier. The magnitude of Master Supply— 40 is
controlled by the signal on the input 42 of the REG 36. As
will be explained, the Master Supply— voltage is preferably
14 the selected test voltage.

Referring again to FIG. 2, a doubler supply, generally
designated 44, is identical to the master supply except that
the junction between its REG 46 and CCL 48 is referenced
to the Master Supply— 40 voltage from the master supply.
Being thus referenced the negative output 50 (Doubler
Supply—) from the doubler supply rides on the negative
output of the master supply. The magnitude of the Doubler
Supply— voltage is controlled by the signal present at the
input 52 of the REG 46. Coupled to the input 52 is the output
of an operational amplifier 54. The non-inverting input of
the amplifier is centrally coupled to a voltage divider con-
sisting of R4 and R6é which are preferably of equal
resistance, the divider being coupled between Doubler
Supply— voltage and circuit ground. So the signal at the
non-inverting input is half of Doubler Supply—. The signal
at the inverting input is the Master Supply— voltage 40 from
the master supply. Any time Doubler Supply- is not twice
that of Master Supply—, the difference is felt at the REG 46
and the REG adjusts to Doubler Supply— voltage to elimi-
nate the difference.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the input 42 of the master
supply regulator 36 is shown to be coupled to the output of
an operational amplifier 56, the inverting input of which is
coupled to the Master Supply— voltage through input resistor
R3. The non-inverting input of the amplifier is coupled to the
output of an analog multiplexer 58 through input resistor R9.
The multiplexer receives two inputs, one input being pref-
erably a fixed. low test voltage (Low Test Voltage+) 60, the
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other input coming from the output of a digital-to-analog
converter (DAC) 62. The selection of which of the multi-
plexer’s inputs is coupled to its output is controlled by a
signal (Test Voltage Select) 64 from the test processor 2. The
input to the DAC is a test voltage digital value 66 also from
the test processor. Preferably the DAC is at least a 10-bit
converter to provide a resolution of 1/1024 in order to
provide a test voltage resolution of —1 volt over a 0 v to
—1000 v volt range. The test voltage value is correspond-
ingly a 10-bit digital word from the test processor. The test
voltage select signal 64 can be one or more digital bits from
the test processor depending on the how the analog multi-
plexer is implemented. In operation, either a voltage corre-
sponding to a test voltage value or the Low Test Voltage+ is
applied to the amplifier 56 which provides gain according to
its resistor configuration, and the output of the amplifier
drives the regulator 36 to cause the Master Supply— voltage
level to correspond to % the selected test voltage.

Referring again to FIGS. 1 and 2, the selected test voltage
can be applied to the DUT’s either in step fashion or in ramp
fashion. Also coupled to the non-inverting input of amplifier
56, directly, is a ramp circuit having a capacitor C1 and two
single pole, single throw switches SW1 and SW2. To cause
the Master Supply+ voltage to ramp down to a selected
value, the capacitor is coupled to circuit ground by closing
the contacts of SW2. The contacts are closed by a signal
(Enable Ramp) 68 from the test processor. With C1 coupled
to ground, the non-inverting input of the amplifier does not
rise immediately to the voltage output the analog MUX, but
rather rises to that level over a period of time depending on
the charge time of R9 and C1. The processor can subse-
quently discharge C1 by closing the contacts of SW1 which
closure effectively shorts the terminals of C1 and therefore
provides a discharge path. SW1 is closed by a signal
(Disable Ramp) 70 from the test processor.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 7, the four test channels are
illustrated in more detail. The current controllers 16 of each
channel are connected in series between the selected test
voltage— (Doubler Supply-) and the DUTs 22. The current
controllers are controlled preferably by an analog signal
(Current Limit Select) 72 which is derived from the output
of a DAC 74, the output of which is determined by a digital,
current limit value 76 from the test processor 2. Preferably
the DAC 74 is a 10-bit DAC. In this embodiment the
resolution of the current controllers is about 1 ma which
requires only a 6-bit DAC but the extra bits of resolution can
be used to adjust the linearity through software. Each current
controller preferably includes an amplifier 78 which controls
the conductance of a transistor amplifier 80. As illustrated,
the amplifier 78 is an operational amplifier, the non-
inverting input of which is coupled to the Current Limit
Select signal which, determines the bias level at the base of
the transistor 80. The inverting input of the amplifier is
coupled to an inhibit signal (Inhibit 1) through an optical
isolator amplifier 82. The inhibit signal comes from the test
processor 2. When the inhibit signal is true. the signal at the
inverting input of amplifier 78 causes the base of transistor
80 to be biased into cutoff, thereby stopping all current,
except for leakage current, through the current controller.
The inhibit signals can be used by the processor to cut off
current channels in which a DUT is missing. The collector
circuit of transistor 80 is coupled to a current amplifier
circuit, including darlington coupled transistors 84 and 86.
The current amplification reduces the power rating require-
ments of the base circuit of transistor 84. Since the base of
transistor 84 is biased at one diode voltage drop away from
Master Supply— and the magnitude of Master Supply- is
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always half the magnitude of Doubler Supply—, the test
voltage is always essentially divided equally between the
two transistors, 80 and 86. This division reduces by half the
power ratings required for the current control amplifier.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 8, the current sensors 18 are
illustrated to preferably include an operational amplifier 90,
the non-inverting input of which is coupled to circuit
ground. The inverting input of the amplifier is coupled to
terminal 21 of the DUT 22 and to a negative feedback circuit
92 in which the impedance of the feedback is selectable by
the test processor 2. In operation, the value of the feedback
determines the current sensing range. The feedback is
selected by a plurality of signals (Current Range Select) 94
from the test processor. These signals are shown in detail in
FIG. 8 to be three range signals and a filter signal all of
which control, one each, a plurality of single pole, single
throw switches. SW3-SW6. With all the switches open. the
feedback consists only of resistor Rf3 which preferably is
the highest gain configuration. For example, resistor Ri can
be approximately 4K ohms and Rf3 can be on the order of
500M ohms providing a gain of approximately 100.000.
When signals Range 1 and Range 2 are true, the feedback
consists of resistor Rf2 in parallel with resistor Rf3. Pref-
erably Rf2 is 100 times lower in magnitude than Rf3, which
in the example would effectively reduce the gain to approxi-
mately 1000. When Range 1 is true and Range 3 is true, the
feedback consists of resistor Rfl in parallel with Rf3.
Preferably Rf1 is five orders of magnitude less than Rf3,
which in the example would then reduce the gain to approxi-
mately 1. In this example, the sensor amplifier 90 has three
current ranges based on selectable gains of about 1, 1000
and 100,000. SWé also allows a capacitor to be placed in
parallel with the resistive feedback when the filter signal is
true. This allows the processor to selectively include a high
frequency by-pass in the feedback circuit.

Referring to FIG. 8, the switches SW3-SW6 are prefer-
ably implemented using single-pole, single-throw CMOS
analog switches—for example, DG411 quad switches. Since
CMOS switches produce some leakage current themselves
and the configuration where only Rf3 is in the feedback is
intended to sensor current in the 1 to 1000 pa range. SW3 is
used to further isolate the paths RfI/SW4 and Rf2/SW5S
from the feedback circuit. Since SW4 and SW5 are in
parallel their leakage currents are additive, but SW3 cuts off
the leakage current produced by SW4 and SWS, and effec-
tively reduces the leakage current through those two paths
by about one half. Also, preferably the inverting input of
amplifier 90 is connected to the drain of SW3 and the output
of the amplifier is connected to the sources of SW4-SW6.
These connections further reduce leakage current feedback
because electronic switches are not symmetrical and in
DG411s the drain leakage current is measurably less than the
source leakage current. In embodiments using other types of
electronic switches, any asymmetry of leakage current
should be considered in arranging connections with the
amplifier.

Referring to FIG. 3. the output of each current sensor
amplifier is coupled to an input, one each, of an analog
multiplexer 96, the output of which is coupled to an analog-
to-digital converter (A/D) 98. The selection of which mul-
tiplexer input gets coupled to the output is controlled by a
channel select signal 100 which is preferably a plurality of
digital signals of sufficient width to individually select four
inputs. The channel select signal comes from the test pro-
cessor 2. The output of the A/D 98 is a signal (Selected
Channel Current Value) 102 which is communicated back to
the test processor. Preferably the A/D provides a 10-bit
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output (Selected Channel Current Value) which correspond-
ing to the current value of the selected channel.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the voltages to which the
DUTs charge over a predetermined time is communicated
back to the test processor by the voltage sensing circuit 28
which includes a plurality of voltage translators (VT) 104
for translating the voltages to a level usable by an analog-
to-digital converter 106. The outputs of the voltage transla-
tors are coupled individually to inputs of an analog multi-
plexer 108 the output of which is coupled to the input of the
A/D. The apalog multiplexer is controlled by a plurality of
digital signals (Sensor Voltage Select) 110 from the test
processor, and the output of the A/D is at least 10 digital data
bits (Selected Voltage Value) 112 that are communicated to
the test processor.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 7. the charge path for a DUT in
a channel is, positive to negative, from a virtual ground at
the inverting input of a current sensor amplifier 90 through
the DUT. and through a current controller to the Doubler
Supply- voltage. The plus and minus signs illustrated near
the DUTs indicate the polarity of the charges imparted in the
DUTSs during the charging phase of testing. To discharge the
DUTs, the processor removes the test voltage and commu-
nicates the discharge signal 26 to the discharge circuit 24
shown in greater detail in FIG. 7. The discharge signal is
communicated to an optical isolator amplifier 114 and
through a current amplifier 116 to enable a very low imped-
ance circuit 121 comprising two transistor amplifiers, 118
and 120. The signal is fed to the base of transistor amplifier
118 of which the collector circuit is coupled through tran-
sistor amplifier 120 to circuit ground. The Master Supply—
voltage provides forward biasing for transistor 120 and the
discharge signal causes the transistor 118 to be forward
biased. When this occurs, it opens a discharge path from
circuit ground through the two transistors, through a series
diode network 122 and through the DUT back to the virtual
ground at current sensor amplifier 90. Since the magnitude
of Master Supply— is always half that of Doubler Supply—
and since Master Supply— is applied to the base of transistor
120, the test voltage being discharged is essentially divided
equally between transistors 120 and 118. This significantly
reduces the power rating requirements of the discharge
circuit. Preferably, the very low impedance circuit 121
comprises a plurality of parallel identical transistor amplifier
circuits as described to minimize the impedance path
through them to circuit ground.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 6, the constant current load 38
of the master supply is illustrated to preferably include a
transistor amplifier 124 the base of which is tied between R1
and D1. D1 provides a constant bias on the base causing the
current through the transistor to be constant. This constant
current load insures that the master supply operates in a
linear region. The constant current load 48 of the doubler
supply is preferably identical in components and configu-
ration. The master supply regulator 36 is illustrated to be a
transistor amplifier 126 the base of which is driven by a
current amplifier 128. The transistor amplifier 126 is oper-
ated in its linear region and in operation determines the
impedance between circuit ground and Master Supply+. In
order to maximize, negatively, Master Supply—. the transis-
tor circuit 126 is into maximum conductance thereby pre-
senting a very low impedance between circuit ground and
Master Supply+. In order to drive Master Supply— to essen-
tially O v, the transistor amplifier 126 is biased to present
minimum conductance between circuit ground and Master
Supply+. Preferably, the regulator amplifier 36 is a plurality
of such transistor amplifiers in parallel in order to minimize
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the impedance between ground and Master Supply+ when it
is desired to maximize Master Supply-.

Referring to FIG. 5, a preferred process which is pre-
programmed into the test processor is illustrated. The pro-
cess starts when the charge current level is set 130 by the test
processor, and the test voltage is set and applied 132 to the
DUT: by the test processor. The values for sctting the charge
current level and the test voltage level are communicated
beforehand to the test processor by the system controller.
After applying the test voltage, the test processor waits 134
a predetermined time, for example by entering a timing loop,
waiting for the DUT: to be affected by the test voltage in an
anticipated fashion. For example, if the DUTs are capacitors,
the time that the processor waits is the time necessary for the
capacitors to charge to the test voltage taking into consid-
eration the constant charging cumrent setting of the current
controllers.

After waiting the predetermined time, the leakage current
in each channel is measured 136 by the test processor via the
channels’ respective current sensors. Prior to measuring the
leakage current, the test processor sets the current range for
the current sensors to match an anticipated range of leakage
current. The range setting information is also sent by the
system controller and is dependent on the type of compo-
nents being tested. Either before, after or concurrently with
measuring the leakage current, the voltage across each DUT
with reference to circuit ground is measured 138 by the test
processor. This insures that the test voltage has had the
proper effect on the DUTs. For example, if the DUTs are
capacitors, this is a means by which the test processor
ensures that each capacitor actually did charge to the test
voltage level.

The test voltage is then checked 140 by the test processor
to ensure that it comesponds to the test voltage value
communicated by the test processor to the variable voltage
supply. If it does not correspond, then an appropriate error
message is set in an error memory for subsequent commu-
nication to the system controller. In either case, the test
voltage is disabled 144, and the DUTs are discharged 146.
Following this, the low test voltage is applied 148 to
determine whether each channel had a DUT in place during
the test, and also to determine whether the higher test
voltage destroyed one or more DUTs in the channels.
Following application of the low test voltage, the current
sensors are once again read 150 by the test processor to see
if there is any significant leakage current whatsoever
through each of the channels. If there is no significant
current detected in a channel, an appropriate error message
(e.g. “No DUT Present”) is stored 152 in error memory
pertaining to that channel. Following these operations, the
results including the information stored in error memory are
reported 154 to the system controller. The low voltage test
for determining the presence of a DUT, step 148-154, can
also be performed at the beginning of the process, for
example before applying the test voltage, step 132.

The foregoing description and drawings were given for
illustrative purposes only. it being understood that the inven-
tion is not limited to the embodiments disclosed, but is
intended to embrace any and all alternatives, equivalents,
modifications and rearrangements of elements falling within
the scope of the invention as defined by the following
claims.

I claim:

1. For a component having electrical capacitance. an
apparatus for electrical stress testing the component com-
prising:

(a) means for selecting an electrical potential from a range

of electrical potentials.
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(b) means for applying, for a predetermined time period,
the selected electrical potential across the component to
urge it to accumulate an electrical charge,

(c) means for limiting the accumulation of the charge to
a selected rate, and

(d) means for measuring a charge acquired by the com-
ponent at the end of the predetermined time.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
means for measuring leakage current through the compo-
nent.

3. The apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the means
for measuring leakage current can be selectively sensitized
to detect current over a plurality of ranges.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1 wherein the means
for limiting the accumulation of the charge comprises:

(a) means for selecting a current level from a range of

current levels, and

(b) means for limiting current to and from the component
to the selected level.

5. The apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the means

for limiting the accumulation of the charge comprises:

(a) means for selecting a current level from a range of
current levels, and

(b) means for limiting current to and from the component
to the selected level.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising:

(a) a processing means for running at least a prescribed
test process on a component, the processing means
being operatively coupled to the means for selecting an
electrical potential, the means for measuring a charge
acquired by the component, and the means for limiting
the accumulation of the charge, and

(b) means, operatively coupled to the processing means.
for measuring leakage current in the series circuit.

7. The apparatus according to claim 6 further comprising
means, operatively coupled to the processing means, for
discharging the component.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1 further comprising
means for selectively applying the selected potential in step
fashion or in ramp fashion.

9. For a plurality of components having electrical
capacitance, an apparatus for electrical stress testing the
components comprising:

(a) means for selecting an electrical potential from a range

of electrical potentials,

(b) means for applying, for a predetermined time period,
the selected electrical potential across each component
to urge said each component to accumulate a respective
electrical charge,

(c) means for limiting the accumulation of the respective
charges to a selected rate, and

(d) means for measuring the respective charges acquired
by the components at the end of the predetermined
time.

10. The apparatus according to claim 9 further comprising

a plurality of current semsors, one coupled to each
component, for measuring respective leakage currents
through the components.

11. The apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the
current sensors can be selectively sensitized to detect current
over a plurality of ranges.

12. The apparatus according to claim 9 wherein the means
for limiting the accumulation of the respective charges
comprises:

(a) means for selecting a current level from a range of

current levels, and
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(b) means, coupled to each component, for limiting cur-
rent to and from said each component to the selected
level.

13. The apparatus according to claim 10 wherein the
means for limiting the accumulation of the respective
charges comprises:

(a) means for selecting a current level from a range of

current levels, and

(b) means, coupled to each component, for limiting cur-
rent to and from said each component to the selected
level.

14. The apparatus according to claim 9 further compris-

ing:

(a) a processing means for running at least a prescribed
test process on components, the processing means
being operatively coupled to the means for selecting an
electrical potential. the means for measuring charges
acquired by the components, and the means for limiting
the accumulation of the respective charges. and

(b) means, operatively coupled to the processing means,
for measuring respective leakage currents through the
components.

15. The apparatus according to claim 14 further compris-
ing means, operatively coupled to the processing means, for
discharging the components.

16. The apparatus according to claim 9 further comprising
means for selectively applying the selected potential in step
fashion or in ramp fashion.

17. For a processor, a process for electrical stress testing
a component having capacitance comprising the steps:
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(a) selecting a current limit and programming a current
controller, coupled in series with the component, to
limit charge current to and from the component to the
selected limit,

(b) selecting a stress potential,

(c) programming a variable voltage supply, coupled
across the component, to apply the selected stress
potential across the component,

(d) waiting a predetermined time,

(e) measuring leakage current through the component,

(f) measuring a charge accumulated by the component,

(g) removing the stress potential from across the
component,

(h) discharging the component,

(i) applying a potential across the component sufficient to
determine whether the component has been rendered
inoperative by the stress potential,

(j) measuring for any leakage current, and

(k) if there is no leakage current then providing a corre-
sponding error indication to the processor.

18. The process according to claim 17 further comprising

the steps:

(a) checking the stress potential being applied across the
component to determine if it matches the selected stress
potential, and

(b) if it is not, then providing a corresponding error
indication to the processor.

* * 0k ok k
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